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FARMLAND  MUSEUM  TODAY

Or so the strong message that I am getting from the 
High Street, the media, charities and the internet 
suggests. Of course they are urging you to give them 
your money but whilst embarking on this seasonal 
splurge of generosity may I draw your attention to one 
charity in particular, that being the Farmland Museum 
itself. On page 6 of this issue you will find details 
from the Trustees of a scheme whereby if acted upon 
promptly, you can ‘double your money.’ Now, can you 
resist that? The simplest way to respond will be to 

print off page 6, complete and post to arrive before the 
end of the year. 

Emma the Assistant Curator tells me that the 
exhibition in 2018 will be on the formerly locally 
based preserves company, Chivers, with artefacts on 
loan from the Museum of Cambridge. This set me 
wondering what happened to this former nationally 
known company. No doubt the exhibition will make it 
clear but being impatient I found their Wikipedia page 
fascinating.

During September we were visited by Cllr. Peter Topping, leader of South Cambridgeshire District 
Council, who support the Museum with vital grants to enable us to continue with our educational and 
recreational activities for the benefit of the local, growing communities. Not something that perhaps we 
recognise immediately or everyday but it would be most inappropriate to fail to acknowledge the 
‘invisible’ support that our local government makes available to the Farmland Museum and other worthy 
local organisations despite their own inevitably tighter and tighter budget restraints. Thanks ! 

Left to right Cllr. Peter Topping, Sarah Clover former vice chairman of the Trustees, Dr Jane Williamson 
Chairman of the Trustees. (Sarah has now stepped down from this rôle an is succeeded by Caroline Hunt.)

2018 - A NEW YEAR WITH NEW OPPORTUNITIES & NEW CHALLENGES.

’TIS THE SEASON TO BE GIVING… AGAIN!

http://www.dennyfarmlandmuseum.org.uk
http://dennyeducation.co.uk/
http://www.dennyfarmlandmuseum.org.uk
http://dennyeducation.co.uk/
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Well, this page was originally reserved for 
coverage of the Carol service in the Abbey. 
Regrettably as you will probably be aware, this 
event was cancelled due to the snow and poor 
forecast on the day so…. no pictures of people 
lustily singing and all wrapped up.  

So instead we have a mini-photo tour of the 
Museum site taken during the last 12 months when 
the weather did not dictate events.

MUSEUM REVIEW 2017

Have you noticed the multitude of styles in the external fabric of Denny Abbey?

Hubble, bubble, toil  & trouble? What 
do you suppose was cooked up in this 

Under “Joy the Gardener” the garden of 
Walnut Cottage really bloomed during 2017.

Trainee milkmaids? How many hands 
does a ‘pinta’ take?
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Apples bobbing in very cold 
water on a cold day!  Not for 
me thank you!

Pumpkins were not exactly 
conspicuous by their absence 
either - but appearing not 
entirely as nature intended. Spooks were to be found also to 

complete the titular trio in both
2 and 3 dimensional forms.

Assistant Curator, Emma (shown  left - 
yes, it is her) was present at this event, 
(wouldn’t you know it), sporting a 
rather fetching Dracula-esque outfit 
(and I am not for a moment suggesting 
Count Dracula may have had 
demonstrated any transvestite 
tendencies) but avoiding I notice the 
well known characteristic dentition 
adopted by some others - and 
apparently wholly relishing the 
situation. Well,  you can see it can’t 
you?

Emma was supervising some sort of 
widespread ritual pumpkin abuse of 
multiple mutilations and had gathered 
a sizeable supporting band of followers 
of all ages happily engaged in hacking 
away at innocent vegetables rendering 
their proper food value to nil. Now 
most of us are well aware of the 
transatlantic attitude toward food 
waste but importing this into the more 
correct and proper culture of the Fens, 
where the true value of hard won food 
production is a way of life, is surely not 
on - is it?

PUMPKINS AND SPOOKS - a personal and very much ‘tongue in cheek’ 
review from the editor of  this most popular annual event. 

Well Sunday 29th October saw the final main event day for 2017 and again attracted many younger Hallowe’en 
supporters, suitably attired in many outlandish costumes, accompanied by their also youngish parents, some of 
whom also entered fully into the spirit of the occasion. It was not an occasion for those of a nervous disposition - 
such as your editor/camerman. However, one must make  sacrifices for those less than bold enough to face it all 
in person and I trust this does not go unappreciated.  Mind you I still have difficulty in understanding the growth 
in interest and adoption of the trick or treat culture.Why import a celebration  based on totally fictional 
characters such as vampires, goblins and ghosts when a few days later we could be celebrating a true and fairly 
laudable attempt by Mr. Fawkes to ‘remodel’ the House of Commons, whilst being warmed by bonfires and 
watching spectacular pyrotechnics? Those of us who followed the scandal of MP’s expenses have probably 
formed their own views on this failure. Anyway despite my oblique view of the event, in common with other 
events this year, it did attract a record number of visitors and added colour and almost a carnival character to the 
day.
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Additional 
photographic evidence 
of pumpkin abuse and 
the destruction of 
food resources. Mind 
you they were all 
having a good time and 
thoroughly enjoying 
themselves and in 
reality how many 
people eat pumpkins 
anyway?

One has to admire basket weaver, Sandra Barker (left), 
for working in hostile, windy cold environments weaving 
willow artefacts and willow sculptures with inevitably 
stiff, cold  fingers.

Below, at last some healthy outdoor exercise for the 
young in the fresh air…. and the air was exceptionally 
‘fresh’ on the day. Broomstick racing though none 
actually took off in the Hogwarts tradition.
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Now some choice images, sharing the site with the Farmland Museum on Apples, Pumpkins and Spooks day 
were the Raptor Foundation from Huntingdon (www.raptorfoundation.org.uk) who brought along some 
examples of rescued raptors such as the British Barn Owl top left and British Tawny Owl  top right. Truly 
beautiful examples of our ornithological more diminutive co-stewards of our environment, regrettably 
much more under threat than we are, even with the rather odd power games being played by North Korea 
and the USA. I again urge you to look at the Foundation’s website and to support them in any way you can. 
We surely cannot afford to permanently lose highly valued species such as these… remember Harry Potter.

To entertain those seeking welcome shelter from the stiff, cool breeze, regular FM musician Mike Ruff 
regaled visitors with rousing traditional songs from the countryside environment in the relative 
comfort of the Abbey. Mike as some of you will know recorded a CD in conjunction with the Farmland 
Museum of farmland songs, copies of which I believe may still be obtained from the Museum Shop and 
with Christmas coming up…. well, I just thought I would mention it.  (The museum is now closed of 
course but it can be obtained to  order from the website or via email direct at  
info@farmlandmuseum.org.uk

mailto:info@farmlandmuseum.org.uk
http://www.raptorfoundation.org.uk
mailto:info@farmlandmuseum.org.uk
http://www.raptorfoundation.org.uk
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CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2O17 from the Trustees.

Could you help us raise £5,000 before the end of this year? An anonymous donor has agreed to match all donations made 
before 31st December pound for pound. 

We are fortunate and very grateful that we have received grants from various outside bodies, including South Cambridgeshire 
District Council. However, we still need help to ensure that that we can keep our admission charges at a level which makes the 
Museum and Abbey affordable for as many people as possible, build up our reserves to cover unexpected contingencies and 
prepare for an exciting future as the new town between Waterbeach and the Abbey site becomes an increasing reality.  It is 
widely accepted that that the Museum and Abbey will be able to play an important part in the life of the new community but 
to do this there will need to be some major changes in preparation for the extra visitors. We hope that the ancient medieval 
causeway route to Waterbeach village will be reinstated which will make the site much more accessible to Waterbeach village 
once again, as it was before the causeway was closed at the outbreak of war in 1939. 

Each £1 that is donated will become £2 if it is made before the end of the year (and if you use Gift Aid, we would get an 
additional 25p from your £1 donation.) 
Donations of more than £50 makes the donor official Supporter of the Farmland Museum and entitle them to a free family 
season ticket for the year.  
If you are a UK tax payer then do send us the completed declaration form below unless you have already registered with the 
museum for Gift Aid.  

Farmland Museum Christmas Appeal Donation Form 2017 
Title   First name(s) or initial(s)     Surname      

Full home address           
   
Postcode     Date     

Email address (optional)         

I would like to make a donation of 

£10   _____ £20 _____  £50____       £100___    £500 ___   Other : £_____  please (state amount) 

Cheques or CAF vouchers should be made payable to the Farmland Museum and sent to the Farmland Museum at Denny 
Abbey, Ely Road, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB25 9PQ 

Alternatively, you can donate online via our myDonate page which allows you to donate via debit / credit card. Go to   https://
mydonate.bt.com/donation/start.html?charity=189699 and choose your donation level.  

Please let us know by letter or e-mail accounts@farmlandmuseum.org.uk if you have made a donation this way. 
□   Please tick if you would like to be kept in touch with the Farmland Museum by receiving emails and a newsletter from 
time to time.   
If you would like to Gift Aid your donation, please tick the box below:     
□ I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make in the future or have made in the last four years to the Farmland 
Museum. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift 
Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 
Please notify the Farmland Museum if you:  

• want to cancel this declaration  

• change your name or home address  
• no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains 

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must 
include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax 
code. 

When completed, please return the form to: 
The Farmland Museum, Denny Abbey, Ely Road, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB25 9PQ

https://mydonate.bt.com/donation/start.html?charity=189699
https://mydonate.bt.com/donation/start.html?charity=189699
https://mydonate.bt.com/donation/start.html?charity=189699
https://mydonate.bt.com/donation/start.html?charity=189699
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GOODBYE LOUISA.

Well, I expect you all got the previous object, No? -  
oh well better luck this time. It was, Emma tells me, 

and who would have the 
courage to doubt her, a 
“Foster Mother”.  A 
device for feeding 
warm milk to succour 
orphaned or 
disadvantaged baby 
farm mammals via the 
multiple rubber teats 
which have perished 
away on this example. 
It makes you wonder 
what sort of chaos this 
generated on Mothering 

Sunday, let alone meal times.  

Anyway, Emma has supplied us with yet another 
mystery object (right) for you to guess about. Good 
luck - you may well need it!

EMMA’S MYSTERY OBJECT

The cheerful face of welcome, Louisa, who 
greeted visitors at the shop/Museum entrance, 
will do so no longer as she has left to build on 
her experience gained at the Farmland 
Museum to take up a position with the British 
Museum in the collections department. Here 
she is shown receiving flowers, thanks and 
best wishes for the future from chairman of the 
Trustees of the Farmland Museum, Dr. Jane 
Williamson and watched by a most unusually 

hatless, beaming Volunteer Adrian Wright. 
Naturally Louisa also carries goodwill for the 
future from all those who were welcomed by 
her (and relieved by her of the burden of 
entrance fees) when attending at Museum 
events.  One wonders who will now be there to 
smile at us when the Museum re-opens again 
in Spring 2018. Louisa, we will miss you! The 
Museum will be recruiting her replacement in 
January/February.
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WHAT’S COMING UP AT THE MUSEUM?

THE MUSEUM WILL RE-OPEN FOR THE 2018 SEASON ON SUNDAY 1ST APRIL 
Opening times are Tuesday to Sunday inclusive 11.00 am. until 5.00 pm. The  Museum will be 
closed on Mondays except for Bank Holidays. On Easter Monday 2nd April the Museum will be 
open from 11 am. until 5 pm. 

The ‘Docky Box’ Tearoom is open for food and drinks Weekends and Bank holidays, also on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays during school holidays. English Heritage current members visit 
Denny Abbey free of charge and enjoy a price reduction on the Museum admittance charge.

Mail: The Farmland Museum. Denny Abbey, Ely Road, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB25 9PQ.  Tel. 
01223 860988.  e-Mail: address info@farmlandmuseum.org.uk. Web site address 
www.farmlandmuseum.org.uk , Ann Wise (Museum Manager) Tel. 01223 860988,  e-mail 
managerfarmlandmuseum@yahoo.com, Asst. Curator: Emma Kennedy 
<collection@farmlandmuseum.org.uk>, website http://dennyeducation.co.uk/ ,  Newsletter  Editor 
(Peter Reeves) Tel: 01223 511992  e-mail: piscator2003@yahoo.co.uk or written mail c/o The 
Farmland Museum.

Arrangements have yet to be finally concluded for the February 2018 half term opening 
but one can keep up to date on this situation and other new season planned activities via 
the Museum’s website www.farmlandmuseum.org.uk and also to be found on the face 
page at https://www.facebook.com/Denny.Farmland

In addition to the Chivers exhibition, Assistant Curator Emma will 
be hosting an exhibition of Farmland Museum themed images be it 
events, exhibits, people, landscapes, wild life from the site etc. etc. 
Plenty of scope there then. Entries are invited from volunteers, 
museum staff current and past, visitors etc.  Images may be sent by 
email to collection@farmlandmuseum.org.uk  or by Instagram 
(whatever that is) on  Instagram@farmland_museum. So, if you 
have any images you are happy with and would like to share with 
others send them along to Emma by your preferred method now.

TWILIGHT AT DENNY TUESDAY 13TH FEBRUARY  4.30 - 7.30 PM 
Admission free. 

In partnership with the Cambridge University 
Museums the Farmland Museum will once again 
be opening to offer the general public the 
opportunity to “Experience the interest and 
stimulation that the Museums have to offer.”  

This event is totally free of charge across all 
participating Museums and gives the unique 
opportunity to see these institutions in a different 
light - quite literally in this case. 

Always, since its introduction a very popular event 
especially with younger children at whom this 
scheme is primarily targeted. 

mailto:collection@farmlandmuseum.org.uk
http://www.farmlandmuseum.org.uk/
mailto:collection@farmlandmuseum.org.uk
http://dennyeducation.co.uk/
mailto:piscator2003@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.farmlandmuseum.org.uk/
mailto:collection@farmlandmuseum.org.uk
http://dennyeducation.co.uk/
mailto:piscator2003@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:collection@farmlandmuseum.org.uk
http://www.farmlandmuseum.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Denny.Farmland
http://www.farmlandmuseum.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Denny.Farmland

